Z LX) THIERBEEOMEZBAOREL LTRA S
MAFTEL LTOHEREDZ 7 A6 DHE

Yoko Nishimura-Parke, Saturday School of Community Languages,
NSW Department of Education and Communities
yoko.nishimura-parke@det.nsw.edu.au

HE

Yoko Nishimura-Parke who taught the Heritage Japanese preliminary course in 2012 and
continues to teach Higher School Certificate course in 2013 implemented a unit of work (class
activities) inspired by two major items; 1 the literary work of a 15-year-old poet from Fukushima
featured in Click Nippon, 2 a letter from Yvonne Margarula to the Secretary General of the
United Nations. As the final activity, the students create a literary work in the form they choose
to express their love and care to something they want to protect. In this process, students discuss,
think and become aware of Kotoba no chikara, the power of words/language.
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" English title: Notice and Reflect on Power of Words Through Studying Global Issues: Sharing the
experience and practice of a Heritage Japanese classroom
This paper was presented to the 18th Biennial Conference of the Japanese Studies Association of

Australia at the Australian National University from 8th to 11th July 2013 and has been peer-reviewed and
appears on the Conference Proceedings website by permission of the author who retains copyright. The
paper may be downloaded for fair use under the Copyright Act (1954), its later amendments and other
relevant legislation.
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The Australian Government has placed a high priority on Australians ‘becoming Asia
literate’ (Melbourne Declaration of Educational Goals for Young Australians, 2008).
The government has also recognised the importance of developing political, social and
cultural links with close and influential neighbours and the strategic importance of
learning the Japanese language in relation to the economic future of Australia. The study
of the Heritage language course will make a significant contribution to these priorities.
(Heritage Japanese Stage 6 Syllabus Preliminary and HSC Courses 2010 page 6)
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